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Monitoring climate change adaptation
- perspectives from political science



“We do not have the information required to evaluate the effort 

and cannot evaluate the effect of measures. Therefore, it is not 

possible to evaluate goal achievement”

https://miljostatus.miljodirektoratet.no/miljomal/klima/miljomal-5.6

Motivation



Why is it so hard?

Compared to mitigation:



Measuring effectiveness

Actions

Physical
measures
enacted

Result of the
policy or not?

Input ImpactOutcomeOutput

Effect

Goal 
attainment

words

Policies
implemented

 Intentions

Goals

(Easton, 1965; Young, 2004; Underdal, 2004; Wolf, 2010)
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Differing views on successful CC adaptation



What is successful CC adaptation?

(Singh et al., 2022)



What does Climate Monitor do?

Data collection and -
dissemination on climate
change adaptation in society

Several yearly data 
collection activities
▸Mostly quantitative surveys



 Municipality

 County

 State

Citizen panel

NGOs 

Consultancies

 Agriculture

 Energy 

What do we measure?



Datasets



«News» Articles



Data
triangulation

The spatial dimension



Data
triangulation

Data
triangulation

Data
triangulation

Data
triangulation

The spatiotemporaldimension
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The municipality survey



The temporal 
dimension

To what extent do you expect the
municipalitiy to be affected by 
different impacts of climate change?



The temporal 
dimension
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Thank you!
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